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Note from the Editor 
 
“What is worth doing at all, is worth doing well” or, as we would say in German, 
“Gut Ding will Weile haben.” Eventually, after having surmounted many obsta-
cles and unforeseen complications we are proud to publish the first special issue 
of EASTM. This is a remarkable event not only because it is the first special 
issue, but also because this special number of EASTM is dedicated to Vietnam 
or, more specifically, to the history of Vietnamese military technology. There 
has never been an article published on Vietnam in Chinese Science or EASTM 
before, and we hope that this will provide an impetus for more publications on 
the history of science, technology, and medicine outside of China in our journal. 
In addition, everybody interested in cross-civilisation issues will find fascinating 
cases of the diffusion and transmission of military technology in all four articles 
of this number. The first round of deliberations and reflections with C. Michele 
Thompson on publishing a special issue on Vietnam took place in Singapore in 
1999 during the ISHEASTM meeting. Patience and perseverance have brought 
the plan to fruition. Now, with this special issue at hand I would like to express 
my gratitude to Professor Thompson for never giving up on the idea and for 
having taken upon herself the heavy and time-consuming responsibilities of 
guest editor. We trust that readers will find that the results attained justify all the 
hard work invested by her. 
In addition to four articles dealing with the military history of Vietnam, no. 
21 of EASTM also contains four book reviews. I must admit here that due to 
constraints in time we have not been able to deal with new publications in the 
field of East Asian science, technology and medicine history in a way we feel to 
be adequate. By reorganising the work for EASTM, however, we plan to plough 
this field much more systematically in the future. This drive for systematisation 
and comprehensiveness implies that, besides more recent publications, we also 
intend to publish reviews on works which appeared a few years ago. 
As ever, I would like to thank my collaborators and colleagues in Tübingen 
as well as in Cambridge who have helped to produce this issue. We received 
additional intensive support and dedication during the editing process by one of 
our students, Melanie Stahr. One major difficulty in publishing this number was 
mastering the technical problems associated with the Vietnamese script — a task 
eventually surmounted by my production editors with the help of the librarians in 
the seminars for Chinese and Japanese studies, Thomas Gaiser and Petra Jeisel 
respectively. I naturally also owe the same degree of gratitude to all the contribu-
tors, book reviewers and anonymous referees. In 2004 we will continue to pro-
duce two issues, and as things stand at the moment, a special issue will be among 
them.  
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ERRATUM: In issue 20 of EASTM, p. 144, we unfortunately have omitted the 
name of GREGORY BLUE who with Catherine Jami and  Peter Engelfriet was one 
of the three editors of Statecraft and Intellectual Renewal in Late Ming China: 
The Cross-Cultural Synthesis of Xu Guangqi (1562-1633) (Leiden, Boston, Köln:                     
Brill, 2001). We apologize for this slip. 
